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BACKGROUNDER 

November 24, 2006
Under the Radar: The Sexual Exploitation of Young Men

Interviews for Under the Radar: The Sexual Exploitation of Young Men, began in April 2004 and wrapped up in March 2005.  Forty young men were interviewed in total.  Twenty-four interviews occurred in Vancouver and 16 in Victoria.

Profile of those interviewed:

· 43% were of Aboriginal heritage

· Over half had involvement with Child Welfare Services

· Close to 50% had completed high school

· 88% had a history of running away

· 78% had a history prior to the street of being sexually violated

· While 63% entered the trade under the age of 18, 15% entered the trade over the age of 20
· 70% experienced staying in shelters 

· Young men in this study were heterosexual, gay, and bi-sexual

Highlights of findings:

· Males enter the trade younger and stay longer than young women

· Drug use is extensive

· Exiting the trade is a long process, usually attempted more than once

· Young men have unique service needs different from young women

· Running away often triggers an entrance into the sexual exploitation trade

· Young men fly under the radar of service providers.

Brief summary of recommendations: (Visit www.hindsightgroup.com for complete summary)
1.
That we develop and pay closer attention to youth who are running away.  We need to recognize this as the early warning system for possible entrance into the sexual exploitation trade for both genders.  
2.
A need exists for Outreach Programs to gain an exemption, relaxation to Safe Care legislation authorizing involuntary intervention if it becomes a reality. 
3.
That we publicly acknowledge both young men and women are being exploited in the sexual exploitation trade, and that we provide services to help them exit.
4.
That staff working with young men in the sexual exploitation trade be provided with gender non-conformity training.
5.
That service providers create the opportunity for young men in and out of the sexual exploitation trade to tell service providers about the services they require.  We should not assume that one service will fit all.
6.
That a series of detox and rehabilitation beds be established for young men exiting the trade.  
7.
That safe affordable accommodation is provided for this population once they have completed drug detoxification and rehabilitation.  Coupled with this, they need help seeking alternative employment.  
8.
That we approach the issue of demand, that being customers, with an equal balance for both young men and women who are being sexually exploited.  
9.
A review of prevention, intervention and re-integration materials be completed and adjusted to speak to the sexual exploitation of youth regardless of gender.  
10.
That the National Youth In Care Network embrace the topic of sexual awareness.  







